The very idea of a specification involves the existence of a mass of common knowledge in regard to any material, which knowledge is more or less available to both producer and consumer. If the manufacturer or producer have opportunities which are not available to the consumer of knowing how the variation of certain constituents in the product will affect that product during manufacture, so also does the consumer (if he is philosophic and is a student) have opportunities not available to the producer of knowing how the same variation of constituents in the product will affect that product in service. And, it is only by the two working together, and combining the special knowledge which each has, that a really valuable specification can be made.
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